
1 

County Services Committee Minutes 
Lee County, Illinois 
Tuesday, July 9, 2024 at 9:00 AM 
Old Lee County Courthouse, Third Floor Boardroom, 112 E 2nd St, Dixon, IL 61021 

I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m., by Chair Jack Skrogstad.

II. Committee Member Roll Call: Chair Jack Skrogstad, Vice Chair Dean Freil, Katie White,
Ron Gascoigne, Reed Akre, Ali Huss, Jennifer Dallas

Jack Skrogstad, Dean Freil, Katie White, Reed Akre, Ali Huss (9:03-10:08), and Jennifer
Dallas all attended in person. Ron Gascoigne was absent.

Also present: Keane Hudson, Tom Kitson, Mike Koppien, Bob Olson, and Angie Shippert
(Board Members), Dave Anderson (County Engineer/Highway Department), Charley
Boonstra (State’s Attorney), Jennifer Boyd (Assessor), Sami Elarifi (GIS Coordinator),
Jeremy Englund (Administrator), Paul Gorski (IT Director), Alice Henkel (Zoning
Administrator), Nancy Petersen (County Clerk and Recorder), and Becky Brenner
(Board Secretary) all attended in person.

III. Public Attendees
G.H. Merritt attended the meeting via Zoom from New Illinois, a 501C nonprofit
organization.

Discussion during attendance:
• Jack Skrogstad took a moment to welcome Jennifer Dallas to the committee.

Jennifer was sworn in during the June County Board Meeting and was
appointed to the County Services Committee.

• Jack also explained that even though the County had officially transferred
ownership of LOTS to the Reagan Mass Transit District, Greg Gates (Director),
had expressed his desire to continue sending a monthly report to the
committee and occasionally attend the meetings to keep the County updated
on what was going on in the organization. A report was submitted and will be
attached to the minutes and included in the July County Board agenda packet.

IV. Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting - (June 11, 2024)
Minutes from the June 11, 2024, County Services Committee Meeting were approved
as presented without modification.

V. Transportation/Solid Waste
A. Monthly Report

Dave Anderson walked the committee through the report that he submitted
from the Highway Department. This report will be attached to a copy of the
minutes and included in the July County Board agenda packet.

B. Highway Department

https://app.onboardmeetings.com/220bf3328e474e939ac789d4db608f4f-1101/meetingDetail/8289959663e74c43a555ede0b7bf94bc-1101
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Dave also took the time to talked to the committee and explain how a IPWMAN 
Mutual Aid Agreement could benefit the County and encouraged the 
committee to research the information from the IPWMAN website. IPWMAN 
stands for Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network and is a statewide mutual 
aid network that is available to all public works agencies. The system allows for 
mutual aid and support from Illinois agencies during natural or man-made 
disasters and operates by coordinating personnel and resources. The 
agreement is completely voluntary and provides a level of protection from third 
party claims while assisting. Rock Island, Stephenson, Whiteside, Winnebago, 
and LaSalle Counties along with the Village of Franklin Grove are all members of 
the network.  
 
The committee expressed interest in joining the program and asked Dave to 
present a resolution for consideration during the August meeting.  
 

C. Solid Waste Management  
There were no items on the agenda for Solid Waste Management. 
 

VI. Assessor's Office - GIS Department  
A. Assessor's Office  

1. Monthly Report  
Jennifer Boyd walked the committee through the detailed report that 
she submitted. This report will be attached to the minutes and included 
in the July County Board agenda packet. 
 

B. GIS Department (Geographic Information System)  
1. Monthly Report  

Sami Elarifi walked the committee through the detailed report that he 
submitted. The full report will be attached to the minutes and included 
in the July County Board agenda packet. 
 

VII. County Board  
Jeremy Englund reported the following information from County Board: 

• A testing and artifact agreement has been submitted to the State of Illinois for 
a phase 1 archaeological survey and environmental testing on the site of the 
newly proposed Highway Facility. A preliminary plat for the site has been 
completed. 

• The Broadband Breakthrough initiative with the cohorts is officially over. 
Several RFI's (Requests for Information) were received during the initiative 
from internet providers. These providers will be contacted by the County group 
regarding their expansion plans and the County will work with them on their 
BEAD (Broadband Equity Access) Funding Applications.  

• The Abandoned/Nuisance Properties Focus Group met on July 2nd. Several 
County departments are involved with a handful of properties throughout the 
County that are either a nuisance because of the blight that has taken over or 
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they have been abandoned. This includes residential and commercial 
properties.  

• All departments are gearing up for budget season and hearings that will begin 
in August.  
 

VIII. County Clerk and Recorder's Office  
A. Monthly Report  

Nancy Peterson walked the committee through the report that she submitted. 
The report will be attached to the minutes and included in the July County 
Board agenda packet.   
 

IX. IT Department (Information Technology)  
A. Monthly Report  

Paul Gorski submitted a report from the IT Department. He spent a fair amount 
of time, aside from his report, explaining his role with the county in connection 
with cyber and power security issues. This report will be attached to the 
minutes and included in the July County Board agenda packet. 
 

X. ROE (Regional Office of Education #47)  
A. Monthly Report  

Chris Tennyson was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a detailed 
report that will be attached to the minutes and included in the July County 
Board agenda packet. 
 

XI. Veterans Assistance  
There was no report from Veterans Assistance. 
 

XII. Zoning / Planning  
A. Monthly Report  

Alice Henkel walked the committee through the revised report that she 
submitted from the Zoning Office. The revised report included two petitions 
that will be included on the Executive Committee agenda to be motioned to the 
July County Board Meeting. This report will be attached to the minutes and 
included in the July County Board agenda packet. 
 
Alice also reported that the Zoning Office will be hosting an evening seminar on 
Floodplain matters at 6:00 p.m., on Monday, July 29th, at the Old Courthouse 
in the third-floor courtroom. Aaron Conley from IDNR has been invited to 
answer questions specific to state requirements.  
 

B. Petitions Going To the Zoning Board of Appeals - 1 Petition  
1. Petition No. 24-P-1628 by Jacob Lytle and Emma Lytle, as owners of 

certain real property known as PIN 14-09-05-300-012, located along 
Illinois Route 38, approximately one-quarter (¼) mile west of Robbins 
Road, in Nachusa Township, Lee County, Illinois, filed a Petition for Map 
Amendment with the Lee County Zoning Office requesting that the zoning 
map for the Property be amended from R-2, Single Family Residential 
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District, to Ag-1, Rural/Agricultural District for the purpose of raising and 
keeping livestock and/or farm animals. The parcel is currently zoned R-2, 
Single Family Residential District and is approximately 1.41 acres in size. 
 

Motion to move Petition 24-P-1628 to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the July County Board Agenda? Moved by Dean Freil. 
Second by Ali Huss. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

C. Petitions Coming From the Zoning Board of Appeals - 1 Petition  
1. Petition No. 24-P-1627, by Ag View FS, Inc., as owner of certain real 

property known as PIN 03-04-24-300-006, located along Quarry Road, 
approximately 1.5 miles east of Cartwright Avenue and 1 mile west of S. 
Meridian Road, in Ashton Township, Lee County, Illinois, filed a Petition 
for Map Amendment with the Lee County Zoning Office requesting that 
the zoning map for the Property be amended from Ag-1, 
Rural/Agricultural District, to I-2, General Industrial District for the 
purpose of warehousing, cold storage, and equipment maintenance. The 
parcel is currently zoned Ag-1, Rural/Agricultural District and is 
approximately 3.32 acres in size. 
 

Motion to move Petition 24-P-1627 to the Executive Committee for 
inclusion on the July County Board Agenda? Moved by Dean Freil. 
Second by Reed Akre. Motion Moved unanimously by voice vote.  
 

D. Petitions Going To the Planning Commission - None  
 

E. Petitions Coming From the Planning Commission - None  
 
XIII. Unfinished Business  

There were no items under Unfinished Business.  
 

XIV. New Business  
A. Resolution to Submit an Advisory Referendum to the Voters of Lee County 

Regarding the Possibility of Separating from Cook County to Form a New State 
  

The committee engaged in conversation with G.H. Merritt regarding a request 
to submit an advisory referendum to the voters of Lee County regarding the 
possibility of separating from Cook County to form a new state. G.H. spoke on 
behalf of New Illinois, a 501C4 nonprofit organization. The organization's 
mission is to educate Illinoisans about their right under the US Constitution to 
pursue the formation of a new state separate from the state of Illinois. This 
item died in committee for lack of a motion. Anyone wishing to see the 
presentation can view it on YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=9960q-
bbHRY 
 

XV. Executive Session  
There was no request for an Executive Session.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9960q-bbHRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9960q-bbHRY
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XVI. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn at 10:08 a.m. Moved by Dean Freil. Second by Katie White. Motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

The next County Services Committee Meeting is scheduled for 
9:00 a.m., on Tuesday, August 13, 2024 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Becky Brenner - Board Secretary 

 



Lee County Highway Department  
Report to the County Services Committee – JULY 2024 

 
 

The following represents a report of notable Highway Department activities and explanations of 
requested board actions: 
 
Status of Current Projects 
 

• Township and County Seal Coat – Not started 
• Township and County Crack Filling – Not started 
• Alto Twp. HMA Wedging. - Completed 
• Bradford Twp. HMA Wedging - Completed 
• Lee Center Twp. HMA Wedging - Completed 
• Sublette Twp. HMA Wedging - Completed 
• Township Aggregate - Ongoing 
• County Aggregate - Ongoing 
• Dust Palliative – Not started 
• County Shoulder Stone (Furnish and Place, Various Locations) - Completed 
• May Twp. HMA – Completed 
• East Grove Twp. HMA – Completed 
• Wyoming Twp. HMA – Completed 
• Hamilton Twp. HMA – Completed 
• Dixon Twp. HMA Patching – Not started 
• Marion Twp. HMA Patching – Complete  
• Chicago Road from Village of Paw Paw East to Dekalb County Line HMA  – Not Started     
• Pipeline Road Bridge (Bradford Twp.) – Mid-July Planned Start   
• Indian Head/Van Petten Road HMA – Waiting on Contract 

Other: 
• Maintenance crews are mowing, spraying, cutting brush/trees, installing culverts and 

roadway striping.  
• Contact work has begun.  We will be managing numerous construction projects totaling 

approximately $5.4M, see listing above.  
• Phase I engineering has begun on the recent property under option for a new Highway 

Department facility.  The County has engaged Willett Hoffmann and Associates to assist 
as necessary. Also working on the Road Use Agreement with Ameresco Pipeline that is 
expected to come to the Board in August.        

   
 
Board Action Items: 

• Discussion Only - Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN)  
 
Solid Waste 



Electronics collection is now open on weekdays (excluding County holidays) from 8:00 am to 
3:00 pm.  The collection program will continue until November 1.    



Chief County Assessment Office/GIS Department 

Jennifer J Boyd, 
Chief County Assessment Officer and GIS Supervisor 

www.leecountyil.com 

MONTHLY ASSESSMENT OFFICE REPORT 
July 9, 2024 – County Services Committee 

❖ Board of Review convened, Thursday June 13, 2024, with their annual opening meeting.  This year the 
meeting was conducted with just two BOR members which does represent a quorum for the BOR.

• 2024 Board of Review Rules and Assessment Appeal form was reviewed and approved.

• An update on the vacant BOR member was had.  The consensus was to follow up with  Gary 
Gehlbach for the position.  Gary has accepted.  BAR, Request for Appointment and 
Appointment Resolution will be on the Executive Committee agenda. 

❖ The Farmland Assessment Review Committee also held their annual meeting on June 13th, 2024, 
where the   2025 Certified Farmland Values were presented and approved.  Farmland is assessed 
based on their productivity using the Productivity Index compiled by the State of Illinois.  Certified 
Values continue to increase by the annual change limit of 10% of the median PI Certified Value from 
the preceding year.

❖ Annual Task Lists from the townships was due to be turned into our office on June 15th.  We have 
received all tasks lists with the exception of Dixon which has been in communication with us and 
expected to have theirs turned in approximately July15th.

❖ Property Tax Appeal Board (PTAB) Updates:

• 2024 PTAB had 3 appeals.  BOR has 90 days from the date we are informed of the appeals to 
provide our response and evidence.  Due dates are as follows:

▪ Z Best 02-15-23-300-007 (new construction mini-storage):  July 3, 2024
▪ Orvall Gearhart 07-02-30-403-023 (vacant land):  July 10, 2024
▪ Stephen Dempsey 01-06-14-377-005 (improved residential):  July 31, 2024

• PTAB Hearings are scheduled for July 16, 2024 for 3 parcels owned by Richard Humphrey, Jr. 
The PTAB judge will come to the Old Courthouse to administer these hearings.

▪ 18-08-14-200-010, Improved Farm, 1556 US Rt 52, Tax Year 2018
▪ 07-02-35-300-002 Improved Farm, 1843 Mt. Union Rd, Tax Year 2019
▪ 18-08-13-100-006 Improved Farm, 1556 Red Brick Rd, Tax Year 2020

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Boyd, CIAO 
Chief County Assessment Officer/GIS Supervisor 

http://www.leecountyil.com/


 
 

 
Old Lee County Courthouse, 112 E. Second St., Dixon, IL 61021   

GIS Department 

www.leecountyil.com 

Monthly GIS Department Report 
July 3, 2024 

 
 
 

Accomplishments: 

• Responded to a GIS data request from a planning company hired by the City of Dixon. 

• Responded to a census data request from the West Brooklyn Fire District. 

• Processed and joined the assessment inspection photos to their parcels. 

• Attended the final meeting of the Illinois Broadband Breakthrough project. 

• Attended the 911 center's RapidSOS Premium enablement meeting. 

 

The GIS Department continued to work on: 

• Processing parcel splits and combination requests for May 2024. 

• Maintaining and updating land use, zoning, and other GIS layers. 

• Updating the 911 and NG911 GIS layers with the recent information provided by the 911 Center.  

• Assigning new addresses to properties with the zoning department and 911 center. 

• Testing data collection and parcel drafter solutions to improve their efficiency and reliability. 

 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Sami Elarifi  
GIS Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 





 
 

 
Old Lee County Courthouse, 112 E. Second St., Dixon, IL 61021  •   Phone: 815-285-8166  •   pgorski@countyoflee.org 

IT Department 
Paul Gorski, IT Director 

www.leecountyil.com 

July 9, 2024 

IT Board Report – July 2024 

1. I am preparing my budget for the upcoming year. I expect increases for Microsoft licensing, server 
expansion, and battery backup systems. 
 
2. I am working with Eric Englund to monitor and investigate a few power hiccups at the LEC. 
 
3. Current IT projects include: 
- New Courts – Continuing to deploy new computers in New Courts. 
- New Courts – Coordinating IT upgrades to 4th floor court room build out with New Courts staff. 
- New Courts – Backing up and decommissioning two older data servers, migrating to newer servers.  
- LEC – Wrapping up a variety of smaller, miscellaneous projects, computer and software upgrades. 
- LEC – As I mentioned in 2) above, reviewing some persistent power hiccups at the LEC. 
- County-wide – Recent Windows OS updates are slowing some older computers; we’re responding 
by making sure all needed updates are applied and upgrading systems that are adversely affected. 
 
5. Upcoming projects include: 
- New Courts – Probation is getting new computers later this month, early August. 
- LEC – Deploy and troubleshoot cellular signal boosters. 
- County-wide – reorganize, consolidate on-site login, domain servers 
- Organize Cybersecurity response team and response team plan. 
 
Contact me with any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Paul Gorski 
IT Director 
Lee County, IL 
815-285-8166 
pgorski@countyoflee.org 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Report to County Services of Lee County Board 
July 09, 2024 | 9:00 AM 

 
1) ROLLING THREE MONTHS OF RIDERSHIP DATA (April 1, 2024 – June 30, 2024) 

 
 April, 2024 May, 2024 June, 2024 Total for Period  FY TOTAL 
RIDES 9,063 8,443 6,961 24,467  93,342 
SERVICE HOURS 2,866 2,591 1,954 7,411  28,422 
MILES OF SERVICE 78,669 71,533 54,979 205,181  773,681 
FUEL COST $21,256.77 $22,266.51 $20,368.11 $63,891.39  $244,756.75 

 
2) DEVELOPMENTS  

 
a) Reagan Mass Transit District 

i) It’s official! RMTD has transitioned into Reagan Mass Transit District!  
ii) Closing with Lee County took place on Friday, June 28, 2024.    

 
b) Bidding Opportunities 

i) A Request for Proposals (RFP), for Information Technology Services (IT) was released in early 
June, with a total of three (3) response submissions received by the 4:00 PM Central Time 
deadline on June 17, 2024. 
(1) Review process of the submissions has been completed. Paperwork submitted to IDOT for 

pre-award concurrence. 
(2) The IT firm chosen will have a three-year contract with two (2) additional one-year options.  

ii) A Request for Proposals (RFP) for Auditing Services was released in June as well, with 
submissions due in by 4:00 PM Central Time on Monday, July 1, 2024.  
(1) Two (2) submissions were received from Auditing Firms.  
(2) Internal review process has been initiated.  
(3) This will be a three (3) year contract with two (2) additional one-year options for the 

awarded Auditing Firm. 
iii) In the draft stage is a Request for Proposals (RFP) to secure Marketing Services for Reagan Mass 

Transit District. Similarly, this will be a three year / two option year contract opportunity.  
iv) RMTD will also be publishing, in the coming weeks, an RFP for a Data Analysis Partner for the 

Transportation Desert Grant project (see 2nd page of this report, section g), awarded funding to 
RMTD by the State Planning and Research arm of IDOT.  
  

c) Budget/Contracts for FY 2025 (July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025) 
(1) IDOT starting to issue FY 2025 Contracts Applications have been submitted to IDOT. 
(2) Contractual amounts for State Fiscal Year 2025 are as follows:   

(a) 5311 Contract: $283,450  
(b) 5311F Contract (I-88): $1,100,000 
(c) 5311F Contract (I-39): $929,606  
(d) DOAP Contract: $1,867,008 

 
d) Rural Winnebago County Transit Services 

i) Work continues on arrangements for RMTD to be the operator of transit services in rural 
(western side) Winnebago County.  

ii) Representatives from Winnebago County, IDOT and RTAC are scheduled to visit RMTD on July 
17th at 10:00 AM.  

iii) The contractual budget proposed by IDOT for this new rural service is as follows: 
(i) 5311 Contract: $207,864 
(ii) DOAP Contract: $798,728 

 
e) Feasibility Studies: Dixon and Rochelle 

i) RLS and Associates is continuing work on Feasibility Studies for Dixon and Rochelle. The two (2) 
studies are in the current phase of developing potential fixed routes for consideration.  



210 East Progress Drive, Dixon, IL  61021   |   (815) 288-2117   www.RMTDil.org 

ii) Additionally, initial budgets are being refined for the potential routes. 
iii) Another round of public meetings will be forthcoming during the last week of June 
iv) The two (2) studies are running concurrently with completion expected by end of August, 2024. 

 
f) Hydrogen Fuel Feasibility Study 

i) RMTD submitted an application on the feasibility of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles in rural public 
transportation system. Proposal was submitted is to the State Planning and Research of IDOT.  

ii) RMTD is awaiting word back from IDOT/State Planning and Research on whether its hydrogen 
proposal will be awarded funding.  

 
g) RMTD Awarded Funding to Complete SPR Funding on Transportation Needs 

i) A two-year contract with the State Planning and Research Division of IDOT has been executed 
with a budget of $243,594.  

ii) This project will look at the general “transportation needs” of residents in Lee and Ogle Counties.  
iii) RMTD will publish a Request for Proposals (RFP) for a university partner to assist with SPR grant 

activities.  
 

h) Vehicle Procurement 
(1) RMTD received word from IDOT that its 2022 CVP Application was awarded 6 of the 10 

proposed vehicles. 
(a) Delivery of these vehicles will likely take place in 2025 and include two (2) minivans and 

four (4) light duty buses.  
(2) RMTD collaboration with IDOT on a federal proposal to the Low/No Emission Grants. 

(a) RMTD will procure two (2) electric buses via this proposal  
(3) RMTD has submitted the order for two (2) electric vehicles to the Michigan Department of 

Transportation.  
 

i) Architectural/Engineering Firm / Oregon facility construction 
i) Pre-award concurrence has been received from IDOT. Larson and Darby, an architectural firm 

out of Rockford, has been secured for the A&E process.  
ii) Architectural and Engineering firm has provided us with a 95% complete design of the Oregon 

facility. This project is part of RMTD application under REBUILD Round 1 
 
 
3) OPERATIONAL AND CAPITAL RELATED DEVELOPMENTS 

 
a) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 1 

i) Application includes Construction of new Oregon location 
ii) Furnishings and equipment for Oregon facility 
iii) Implementation of video surveillance cameras in 17 of RMTD’s buses and minivans (completed) 
iv) Three (3) new buses (Ford transit type vehicles) 

 
b) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 2 

(1) Notice of State Award being processed by IDOT 
(2) RMTD Proposal will allow for the following: 

(a) Two electric vehicles for use in the RMTD system 
(b) Three (3) new offices at Reagan Transit Center and secured file room/storage room 
(c) Develop new Conference Room between Reagan Transit Center and Mechanical Bay 
(d) Geothermal and Solar technologies will be incorporated into complex 

 
c) Capital Funding / REBUILD Round 3 

i) IDOT announced that RMTD will receive $62,500 for the purchase of 2 service vehicles  
ii) The original proposal included the following:  

(1) Add 72-feet onto the existing bus barn at Reagan Transit Center,  
(a) This will provide for an additional twelve (12) spaces for buses 

(2) Add another bay onto the existing mechanical building 
(3) Purchase service vehicles including one for maintenance 
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MONTHLY ZONING AND PLANNING REPORT 

July 9, 2024 – County Services Committee  

ACTIONS COMING FROM THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

1. Petition No. 24-P-1627, by Ag View FS, Inc., as owner of certain real property known as PIN 03-04-24-

300-006, located along Quarry Road, approximately 1.5 miles east of Cartwright Avenue and 1 mile west

of S. Meridian Road, in Ashton Township, Lee County, Illinois, filed a Petition for Map Amendment

with the Lee County Zoning Office requesting that the zoning map for the Property be amended from

Ag-1, Rural/Agricultural District, to I-2, General Industrial District for the purpose of warehousing, cold

storage, and equipment maintenance. The parcel is currently zoned Ag-1, Rural/Agricultural District and

is approximately 3.32 acres in size.

(SEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S AGENDA) 
2. Petition No. 24-P-1625, by Ameresco Lee County RNG, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company, as

developer of certain real property located in Marion and South Dixon Townships, Lee County, Illinois,

filed an Amended Petition for Special Use Permit with the Lee County Zoning and Planning Office

requesting it be granted a special use permit for the parcels cited in the Amended Petition, which are

zoned Ag-1 Rural/Agricultural District, to allow for the construction and operation of Private Pipeline in

accordance with Lee County Ordinance No. 10.22.03.

ACTIONS GOING TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

1. Petition No. 24-P-1628 by Jacob Lytle and Emma Lytle, as owners of certain real property known as PIN

14-09-05-300-012, located along Illinois Route 38, approximately one-quarter (¼) mile west of Robbins

Road, in Nachusa Township, Lee County, Illinois, filed a Petition for Map Amendment with the Lee

County Zoning Office requesting that the zoning map for the Property be amended from R-2, Single

Family Residential District, to Ag-1, Rural/Agricultural District for the purpose of raising and keeping

livestock and/or farm animals. The parcel is currently zoned R-2, Single Family Residential District and

is approximately 1.41 acres in size.

(SEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S AGENDA) 

2. Petition No. 24-P-1629 by Richard A. Humphrey, Jr. and Brenda D. Humphrey, regarding part of PIN

18-08-13-100-006, located in South Dixon Township. The parcel is currently zoned Ag-1,

Rural/Agricultural District. Petitioner is requesting a Special Use Permit for the purpose of Inventory or

Materials Storage, Outdoor for the purpose of storing of inventory or materials in relation to the operation

of a Skilled Trades Special Use Permit for Midwest Disposal.

ACTIONS COMING FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION - None 

ACTIONS GOING TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION - None 

OTHER ACTIONS FROM THE ZONING OFFICE  
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The State of Illinois has recently passed legislation changing the Capital Development Board Act to require 

statewide building codes, effective January 1, 2025. As you may know, Lee County applied for a grant that 

would assist in the adoption and implementation of building codes; however, our application is still being 

considered at this time. My office will be working to establish a plan that will keep Lee County compliant 

with the State regulations while the County works to adopt building codes. 

 

Last month, County Board Member Ali Huss and I traveled to Portland, Oregon to attend a conference on 

Battery Energy Storage Systems (“BESS”). This conference was hosted by the American Clean Power 

Association (“ACP”). As part of the conference, we attended numerous panel discussions that covered topics 

that are currently impacting BESS such as tax credits, state policy/politics, reforming market rules, 

cybersecurity, end-of-life management of lithium-ion batteries, national safety standards, emergency 

response, and federal permitting. The ACP has also published a model ordinance for BESS which can assist 

the County in establishing an ordinance. 

 

During the month of June 2024, the Zoning Office processed forty-eight (48) building permits. Permit fees 

in the amount of $8.227.56 were collected.  
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